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SPRING FLEA MARKET - SUNDAY, MAY 52

Our Flat Rock Historical Society Spring Flea Market will be held on May 5th
at the Speedway. Check our Facebook page for any last minute updates. As always,
we need your help. Dawn Bartok and Kathy Fisk, have volunteered to manage the
Country Store during this Flea Market.

Members are asked to bring their home baked goods or monetary donations
for the Country Store to the Hotel on Saturday, May 4th between 1 and 4 pm.
It would be very helpful to have items individually wrapped if possible.

We often run out of b:dked goods, so we depend on you! . B A K E S A L E

Please let us know if you can help sell baked goods during the flea market.

If you are going to visit the Flea Market on Sunday, please consider BAKED GOODS DROP-OFF

supporting the Historical Society’s Country Store Booth at the Speedway. TH
The proceeds from the baked goods go directly to the society supporting SATURDAY, MAY 4=

artifact conservation and historic programming. Thank you in advance! FLAT ROCK HOTEL 1-4 PM

DE

We would like to thank the following (and hope we didn’t miss anyone):
Thank you to Mary Washko for chairing the March Open House. The St. Patty’s Day theme decor was so cute!

Thank you to Bruce Chapin for managing the Firetruck storage and finding a new place making it more accessible.
Tim & Sherry Shurtz for the Victorian Dollhouse and furniture

Jean Walker & Jeff Groleau for re-vamping the Munger Store

Thanks to Jean Walker for working on the new school room exhibit.

Peggy Diekman ...donations of family artifacts.

<—SJmMm=-N"QOwn

Thanks to Jeff Groleau for a fantastic Veterans Presentation.
Bruce & Jeff - hanging clock, phone and chalkboard

Thank you to Larry Dishaw for hanging the stained glass above the bar.

Certified Local Government (CLG) Status for Flat Rock has been Granted!!
Public Workshops on Preservation in the Planning Stage
by Lesley Gilliland Harkai

We obtained our certificate from the Secretary of the Interior of these United States on March 11, 2024,

E certifying Flat Rock as a Certified Local Government (CLG). This is a program jointly administered by the

National Park Service (NPS) and the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) that helps promote historic

F preservation initatives in local communities, provides resources such as survey assistance, and opportunities for

funding.

s A Historic District Study Committee has been selected by the chair of the Historical Commission,

assembled and are meeting to select local historic properties. An initial list of historic properties in Flat Rock has
been identified and preliminary research on these sites has started.

The Flat Rock Historical Commission is planning a series of historic preservation trade workshops later
this year. We are in search of tradespeople specializing in restoration arts and preservation to present to our
historic preservation commission and local historic property owners in the downriver area.

Our first presentation is scheduled for April 6th (Saturday) about restoring historic windows and the types
used in older homes, including maintenance and repair. We are pleased to welcome Jim Turner as the first preser-
vation expert who has agreed to help us on this journey. This presentation is scheduled from 5-8pm and is FREE
and open to the public.
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(continued from cover)

Grace Wagar Law: 1908 Diary of a Young Girl in Flat Rock
by Mary Washko

Now remember there were no emails or
texts back then so going to the post office was vital
as to whether you were going to meet a school
chum at a social, picnic, dance, go up town
shopping or go to a relative’s house for a visit.

We have the post cards that match the
entries in her diary. With all her school friends
who had a crush on whom or if she didnt like
something or thought it was dandy.

As I read through the days Grace told of her
activities and what a busy young woman she was.

Getting around in bad weather certainly
had its disadvantages. Dirt roads were very hard
to get around in. If you had plans to go to a
function and it looked stormy you may have had to
cancel.

Each day she has written what she did in
the morning which consisted of doing the wash,
ironing, and cleaning. They churned their own
butter, pick & canned fruit, bought material &
made their own clothes and adorning their
bonnets to the latest fashion. Her main subjects
in school were Geometry, American History,
Dutch, German, Chemistry which she excelled
in all.

Grace was well liked and had many
friends which she corresponded with letters and
postcards. How exciting it would be to receive a
postcard with your name on it!

If you had wild goose for dinner what would
the rest of the meal consist of? Boiled potatoes,
pickled beans, freshly baked bread? Even
perhaps home-made ice cream with peaches?

We have many postcards on display at the
Smith Hotel written to Grace Wagar from her
family and friends.

Oh, and by the way reading someone else’s
Diary is a big No-No but, in this case I don’t
think Grace would mind, do you?
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Early History of the Founding of the Methodist Church in Flat Rock
By John A. Marcon (1971)

The early history of Flat Rock is closely associated with the exploits of
missionaries who either preceded the settlers or accompanied them. One
of the most remarkable among them was a Reverend James B. Finley.

Reverend Finley led the Methodist efforts in Michigan between 1810
and 1840 when he journeyed to the Flat Rock area. In 1823 he organized
the first Methodist mission to the Indians in Michigan. This mission was
conducted in Huron Township but overlapped into Flat Rock. As such,
he can properly be considered the founder of the Methodist church in
Flat Rock.

He arrived at the Huron Mission, on December 14, 1823, on the present
day site of Michigan Memorial Park. He and his little band of missioners
and travelled on foot and by wagon from Ohio. They forded the icey
Huron River and nearly froze to death before reaching their destination,
the Wyandot Reservation. Here they met an old friend, “Honnis” who
welcomed them with open arms and a warm hearth where they could
thaw out their now frozen clothes. Reverend Finley reported, “How good
itis, even in a land of savages, to find a friend and a welcome in their hour
of need.” The zeal with which this little mission group went to work was
demonstrated by Reverend Finley when he immediately call a meeting of

Revernd James Bradley Finley the Indians on the reservation on the very night of his arrival. Since it
July 1, 1781 - September 6, 1857 was the Sabbath and the missioners had not yet held services, he preached
to the Indians and apparently was well received. The very next morning he
organized the fist Methodist Indian Mission in Michigan. A class of twelve assembled for instructions.

The settlers in Vreelandville soon heard of Revered Finleys arrival among the Indians and asked for his
services. Within a few years the spiritual needs of both the Indians and the white settlers came under his care. The
mission now became known as the “Smooth Rock and Wyandot Indian Mission.” During these years the idea of
building a Methodist Church in Flat Rock began to take shape in the minds of the white settlers and in the spring
of 1834 they began erecting a wooden church building, completing it in the fall of the same year.

The new church building also served as a school for both the Indian and white children. By late 1834 formal
classes were being conducted in Flat Rock’s first school. This school operated for several years under the auspicious
of the Smooth Rock and Wyandot Indian Mission. It was recognized by the federal government and received
federal grants to assist in its educational endeavors among the Indian children.

For the next twelve years until 1846 the little congregation had no full time minister, but services were
regularly held by either members of the Indian Mission Society by a minister from the surrounding communities.
In 1846, a full time minister was engaged, a Reverend William Haze. The building itself apparently stood on this
spot for many years, since 1899 a Detroit newspaper described it as the oldest Methodist Church building in
Michigan at that time and also noted that two of its founders were still alive. They were John Peters and Mrs. W. B.
Littlefield. Whether this building was the original church or just a portion of it is not clear (to the writer) since in
1849, Moses and John Vreeland donated a lot to the Methodist Church in Flat Rock and apparently another
building program was launched.

Reverend Finley ended his work among the Indians in Michigan about 1840 and left a legacy to the early
settlers. However, one other aspect of his work is of considerable interest. To Reverend Finley we owe a note of
gratitude for having documented how Brownstown got its name from an Indian Chief named Adam Brown.

The early History of the Methodist Church in Michigan and in Flat Rock is the story of the hardships and
trials of men of the cloth who fought the wilderness and won, bringing to the area, the civilizing effects of religion.
The rough tough pioneers who hacked out the village of Flat Rock were grateful to these men who also brought the
first vestige of organized society to a place where none existed before.
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Flat Rock Historical Society
Membership Application

Today’s Date

|:|New Member |:|Renewa| Membership No.

Name

Street Address

City State ZIP

@
Email 1 Address

@
Email 2 Address

[0 Landline
O Cell
( ) - [0 Texting

Telephone #

Please tell us a little about your connection
to Flat Rock or interests on the line above.

CHOOSE ONE:
$10 Individual Annual Dues (July-June)
$15 Family Annual Dues (July-June)

$5 Student Membership

O O 0O O

$100 Life Membership (per person)

Make checks payable to: “FRHS”
Mail application & check/money order to:

Flat Rock Historical Society

PO Box 337
Flat Rock, Ml 48134

For Office Use Only:
[0 Scan [0 PastPerfect [] MailChimp

Home Vintage Baseball Field is located at Huroc Park!
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