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     he Board of County Road Commissioners was created in 1908 
when there was not a single good road in Wayne County. 

During the �rst eight years of it creation, about 175 miles of good roads 
were built at a public cost of $2,200,000. Concrete was the new  favorite 
material and the Commission found it both e�cient and economical.
     Road Commissioners from all over the nation travelled to Wayne 
County to see the successful implementation of the new concrete roads, 
including delegations from Cleveland, Ohio, and Elkhart, Indiana.
   �ree Wayne County Road Commissioners, Edward N. Hines, 
William F. Bulter and John S. Haggerty were instrumental in planning, 

b u d g e t i n g 
and overseeing the building of the county roads in 1915.  �ey 
were careful to not waste the public funding which they tried to 
stretch to the very inch of concrete. �eir goal was to connect 
every Village with a good road. 
     �eir �rst ten roads ran outward from Detroit, they were: 
Woodward, Je�erson, Michigan [Ave.] Grand River, Gratiot, 
Mack, VanDyke, Mt. Elliott, Fort and the River Road.
     �e rural farmers bene�tted the most from these new roads and 
that was evident by the number of motor trucks purchased used to 
bring their produce to the city. Nothing ever has boosted farm 

values as much as good roads. 
     In May 1915 the road commission was at work on 
Huron River Drive, a stretch of nine miles connecting 
New Boston to Flat Rock. Concurrently, the Miller Road 
from Warren Ave, to Fort St. was a short four mile 
stretch that crosses Michigan Ave and Dix.  Fort Steet 
was connected to Eureka to improve access to 
Wyandotte.
     In January 1921, the Commission completed ten miles 
of concrete on the Telegraph Road from Michigan Ave 
south into Flat Rock.  At this stage it was a two lane road, 
not the four lane highway we think of today.  

(continued on page 6)
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OU R M ISSION
    �e Flat Rock Historical Society seeks to 
preserve and communicate to residents and 
visitors the history and spirit of those who have 
lived in and near the City of Flat Rock from the 
beginning of human habitation, or its vision, to 
bring our community together for the 
enjoyment, discovery, and learning our past to 
create our future.

Museum Hours / Society Schedule
�ursday, Evening Open Houses 5 - 8 pmSunday A�ernoon  Open Houses  1 - 4  pm

April 24th  ❧  June 26th  ❧  September 25th May 19th  •  July 21st  • August 18th  
• October 20th  •  November 17th  • 

&  Friday, December 2nd

See 2022 Calendar insert for additional event info. Please know that the Society calendar is subject to change. Unfortunately, 
the programs and musuem hours are directly tied to the availability of volunteers. Without volunteers, we cannot open the 
buildings as frequently as we would like nor o�er museum events and programs. 

Parade Walkers Wanted!!!!

The Flat Rock Historical Society is joining 
the American Legion Post #337 

for the Memorial Day Parade & wreath laying  
on May 30th at 9 am.  Please join us! 

spring flea market

evening open house
RUMMAGE sale

membership picnic
society election

afternoon open house

Evening Open HOUSE

evening open house

membership dinner
history talk

diggin’ up local history 
cemeteryWalk 

halloween open house

fall flea market

Evening Open House

museum ghost hunt’

Evening OPEN HOUSE

holiday open house

membership holiday dinner

 

may 1st 7-3pm

may 19th 5-8pm
may 19th 
may 20th 10-4pm
may 21st 10-4pm

june 16th 5-8pm
june 16th 6pm

june 26th 1-4pm

july 21st 5-8pm

august 18th 5-8pm

september 15th 5:30pm
september 15th 7pm

september 24th 4-10pm

september 25th 1-4pm

october 2th 7-3pm

october 20th 5-8pm

october 22nd 7-11pm

november 17th 5-8pm

december 2nd 5-8pm

december 15th  5pm
 

2022 Calendar
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To Andrea Pawlowski, daughter of Sandy Head, for the 
wonderful Victorian Settee and glassware donation. 

To Bob Pettit for the Victorian China Set.

To Sharon Newton for the newspaper clippings.

To Evelyn Lambe Matthes for the Vreeland/Pinck Family 
Silver Artifacts. 

To Mark Bednark for the antique glass panes.

To Mark & Mary Goodreau for restringing our loom so that it 
can be demonstrated. 

�anks to Bruce Chapin and Jim Polce for �xing our new sign.

�anks to Bruce and Patty Chapin for the wooden hanging 
�xtures for the Wagar Ox Bow.

GRATITUDE

Flat Rock School Photos & Yearbooks Wanted 
   We are in the process of going through our class photos and yearbook collection to scan for preservation. Unfortunately 
we have discovered that we are missing some years. If you have a class photo, yearbook or Green & Gold Magazine from 
any of these years, we would appreciate if you could lend it to the museum to be scanned. All photos and yearbooks will be 
scanned and returned back to their owner! 

Listed below are the years we are missing: 

 Yearbooks Wanted
1925 • 1926 • 1927 • 1929 • 1930 • 1931 • 1932 • 1933 • 1934

 1935 • 1939 • 1940 • 1941 • 1942 • 1943 • 1944 • 1945  
1946 • 1947 • 1948 • 1949 • 1962 • 1963 • 1967 • 1968  • 1973  
1974  • 1981 • 1985 • 1986• 1987  • 1988 • 1989 • 1990 • 1991 
1992 •1993 • 1994 • 1995 • 1996• 1997 • 1998 • 1999 • • 2005 
2007 •  2008 •  2013 • 2014 • 2015 • 2016 • 2017 • 2018 • 2019

Class Photos Wanted
1900 • 1901 • 1902 • 1903 • 1904 • 1905 • 1906 • 1907
 1908 • 1909 • 1912 • 1913 • 1914 • 1915 • 1917 • 1920 
1921 • 1922 • 1925 • 1927 • 1929 • 1947 • 19501952 • 
1953 • 1954 • 1955 • 1958 • 1968 • 1969 • 1970 1971 

•1972 • 1974 • 1975 • 1976 • 1977 • 1978 • 1979

SPRING FLEA MARKET -  SUNDAY, MAY 1st 
                                          Our Flat Rock Historical Society Spring Flea Market will be held on May 1st at the 

Speedway. Check our Facebook page for any last minute updates. As always we need your 
help. Dawn Bartok and Kathy Fisk, have volunteered to manage the Country Store 

during this Flea Market.
     Members are asked to bring their homebaked goods for the Country Store to 
the Hotel on Saturday, April 30th between 12 and 4 pm. In the age of Covid, it 
would be very helpful to have items individually wrapped if possible. 

     Please let us know if you can help sell baked goods during the �ea market. We 
o�en run out of baked goods, so we depend on you! If you are going to visit the 

Flea Market on Sunday, please consider supporting the Historical Society’s Country Store Booth at the Speedway. �e 
proceeds from the baked goods go directly to the society supporting artifact conservation and historic programming.  
�ank you in advance!

  We would like to thank the following  (and hope we didn’t miss anyone):

To Denise Springmeyer for donating the copper boiler 
washtub.

To Katie Chiles, for the crockery, canning jars and pressed 
glass lamp. 

To Jean Walker for organizing our book sale.

To everyone who came to our Booksale for supporting our 
society.

To Joe Bruce for the Civil War Chest donation.

�anks to Jean Whisler Walker, Bruce Chapin, Lila 
Fedokovitz, Mary Washko and Jim and Laura Polce for 
helping to get our Munger Store back in order. 

To Joe Boggs for the awesome presentation on Prohibition 
in February.



X
     As we mentioned in a former number of our history, wild 
game was very plentiful in the vicinity. You could not go 40 
rods [40 rods = 1/8 mile] out of the village in any direction 
before reaching the dense forest. Across the river in the 
township of Ash seemed to be the special feeding grounds 
of the neighborhood for the larger animals. Sands Northrup 
and a couple of the Mathewson boys caught several bears 
and a number of wolves in their large steel traps one season 
in the woods east of the present residence of Fred 
Rhinehart. Heavy bounties were paid on these animals, 
while the skins brought good prices.
     Several hunters made a good business killing deer, among 
whom were Lewis Chamberlin, who lived two miles down 
the river in Ash township, and Cornelius Van Horn, three 
miles east of the village in Brownstown. Each mounted 
upon a large horse with a bell strapped upon its back they 
entered the forest in full hunting garb, where pretty soon 
they came in sight of half a dozen or more. At the ringing of 
the bell the whole drove would stop and pay their whole 
attention to the horse and bell, not caring for the presence of 
the hunter, thus giving him the opportunity to bring down 
a su�cient number to call it a good day's work. Other 
persons were engaged in hunting, but these were the only 
ones in the vicinity who did their hunting on horseback. 
�is was generally done in winter when the snow was deep 
and a�er the day's work was done. �e dead game were 
usually tied to the horse's tail and the load pulled through 
the snow.
        Venison was usually sold in those days at much less than 
the best fresh meat now sells for. Small game was very 
plentiful, such as wild turkeys, ducks, pigeons, partridges, 
quails, and prairie chickens, and it was no uncommon thing 
for a good marksman to bring in half a dozen �ne ducks 
before breakfast, which could be easily shot in the ponds 
and marshes of the vicinity.
  

CONTINUATION OF 
THE HISTORY OF THE VILLAGE OF FLAT ROCK 

COMPILED BY LOUIS BECKLEY (1951)
Introduction by  Lesley Gilliland Harkai
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      Last year we had republished sections of this compilation, this is a continuation. We have had such a positive response from our readers that 
we are going to continue with this serialization of this compilation. Recall �e History of the Village of Flat Rock was compiled by Louis Beckley, 
a surveyor employed by Wayne County in 1951.  �is compiled work included multiple source documents and a series of articles authored by 
Freeland Garretson. �ese articles had been published by Garretson in the “Flat Rock News” in 1897 and are mostly recollections by one of the 
areas oldest residents.  
     FRHS has recently scanned the work in its entirety with Optical Character Recognition and have arrived at this digital version of this historical 
work.  Since it has been seventy years since the original compilation, we thought we would share  the sections from Freeland Garretson’s articles. 
Please keep in mind that this was written in 1897 and as such, has its historcial context preserved complete with anitquated spelling and 
grammatical anomalies. �ere are some transcriber notes set-o� by italics in square brackets for clarity and modern context.

 FLAT ROCK OF 60 YEARS AGO
Written and Prepared by Freeland Garretson, 1897

     We remember the time when Jacob Vreeland and some of 
his millers at the old mill over the river had baited several 
�ocks of wild ducks which were in the habit of settling down 
along the race bank, 40 or 50 rods above the mill. Here the 
boys had set a large spring net to which was attached a rope 
or line leading down to the mill window where they could 
see the �ocks of ducks coming down and picking up the 
scattered grain till the ground was covered. �en a sharp 
pull on the rope at the mill would spring the heavy net and 
scores of frightened ducks would �nd themselves where they 
could not escape.
     All kinds of game became scarce as the country settled up 
and the business of hunting Increased. Little use for game 
laws now when there is none le� in the country to protect. 
Blackbirds were the principal enemies of the farmers when 
large �ocks would alight upon the �elds of grain doing great 
damage in a short time. �ese birds together with the 
immense �ocks of pigeons which then �lled the �elds and 
forests, remained with us only a few years, when they almost 
entirely disappeared.
     All kinds of fresh water �sh in large quantities were taken 
from the Huron River. Among the several varieties were 
muskalonge, pickerel, pike, cat�sh, mullet, bass, etc., these 
varying in weight from 10 to 20 pounds, and it was no 
uncommon thing to see a dozen or more large sturgeon 
heaped up on the bank near a ri�e, which some parties had 
speared during the night. �ese were given away to anyone 
who wanted them or sold for a very small sum.
     And now while speaking of sturgeon the following 
incident will be in order. Edward Clarke, a son of the late F. 
I. Clarke, was walking along the bank of the river along with 
some other boys when he spied a large sturgeon a few feet 
from the shore where the water was between two and three 
feet deep, quietly swimming up the stream. Ed did not
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(continued)

(Look for Section XII in the next issue)

wait a moment but jumped right in and succeeded in 
getting astride the big �sh and a�er a good tussel got his 
hands in the gills. It was for some time a wonder with the 
spectators on shore to know which would come out best in 
the rough and tumble �ght till �nally when both were 
nearly tired out the �sh was landed safely. By this time a 
large number of persons had crowded to the spot to see the 
exciting sport. �e sturgeon measured         
over six feet, and the adventure was the 
principal topic of conversation in the 
village for several days. A week or two 
a�erwards the New York pictorial papers 
had �ne Illustrations of young Clarke 
astride of the �sh. Ed was the lion 
of the village for quite a while.

        XI
     Snakes were quite numerous in 
the vicinity in the early days. Several 
times I have been driven from the 
woods and �elds with other boys 
while hunting or picking berries by the 
�erce blue racers �ve or six feet in length. �e 
poisonous Massasauga were found in the 
marshes, but we were generally noti�ed of their 
presence by the rattlers, so as to escape them for their bite 
was almost sure death to man or beast.
         I remember going out on a squirrel hunt one a�ernoon 
armed with a shotgun. A few acres of land near the present 
residence of Richard Smithson had been partly cleared; 
the large trees had been girdled a year or two before and a 
high rail fence had been built around it. Hearing the 
squirrels among the old trees, I started to get over the 
fence. As I was about to lay my hand upon the fourth or 
��h rail, I discovered the dark form of an  immense snake 
lying at full length upon the rail not two feet from me, 
with his head li�ed some six or eight Inches above his 
body and mouth open.  I was so frightened that I dared not 
shoot but backed away from "his snakeship"and got out of 
the woods as soon as possible. 

�e hideous reptile was all of 10 feet in length, or nearly as 
long as the rail upon which he lay. His thickness was in 
proportion to the length of his body. I did not go squirrel 
hunting around this �eld a�er that.
     We also remember another circumstance in the early days. 
It was shortly a�er we moved into the log house a mile or two 
down the river. A young man came up the road leading a 

large homely looking dog by a string, as rough a 
looking specimen as you ever saw) but like 
many other boys we wanted a dog and gave him 
a dollar and his supper for the animal. He was 

tied up through the night, and the next 
morning early, a�er being loosed he 

started for the marsh only a few 
rods from the door, where In a few 
minutes he had treed a huge 

wildcat up Into a clump of bushes. 
Before we could reach the spot the 
animal had Jumped down upon the 
dog and a �erce �ght between the 
two was going on, and it was only 
with the assistance of a man with an 

axe that the wild animal was subdued 
and �nally killed. Nearly every day and 

sometimes two or three times a day this dog would 
hole or tree some vicious wild animal among the marshes 
and cripple brush. His reputation was soon established, also 
as a �ne raccoon dog. �e boys from the village would o�en 
come down, and parties with the dog would start out In the 
night to visit some distant corn�eld where the coons were 
doing much damage, sometimes returning with half a dozen 
killed by the dog in one night's adventure. He became so well 
known about the vicinity that parties from a distance would 
come to borrow the dog to rid some of their corn�elds from 
total destruction by the raccoons. �is rough looking but 
noble hunting dog was �nally killed by some deer hunter 
when found chasing a deer which the hunter was In pursuit 
of.

Did You Know?
Many organizations meet in the Historic Smith Hotel. However, Society Members 
can also rent the Smith Hotel for small gatherings such as wedding showers and 
anniversary parties. Call the museum for more information on rentals.
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     In 1922 planning had also begun for a Middle 
Belt Road which would divide the county in half, 
the �rst section built was a �ve mile stretch from 
Plymouth Road to Michigan Ave. West Road was 
constructed this year, which connected West 
Je�erson with Telegraph Road. Later the same 
year, Eureka Road connecting Huron River Drive 
with Telegraph was constructed. �e road budget 
this year also included a purchase of 4,300 trees 
to plant along the new concrete roads.
     It is interesting to note that concrete used to 
build the roads was used in April 1922 to build 
the ornamental arch bridge from Slocum’s Island 
[Elizabeth Park] southward to Trenton Village on 
the mainland. �e Road Commission also used 

concrete and funding to put in the Kittle Bridge [down 
by present day Michigan Memorial Cemetery] and the 
adjacent 16 acre Huron River Park of which the land was 
donated as a memorial to the Dodge Bros. �is park was 
absorbed by the Metro Park System in the 1960s 
although landmarks from the original park can still be 
found if one looks carefully.

     

     �e Flat Rock Historical Society would like to thank 
Richard Smith and the Brownstown Historical Society for 
use of these scanned photographs which were part of a joint 
digitization e�ort in 2017.  �e originals are property of the 
Brownstown Historical Society. 

Continued from Front Page
Creation of Concrete Roads in Wayne County, Michigan 

by Lesley Gilliland Harkai
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Flat Rock Historical Society 
Membership Application

                      Today’s Date _________________________

         New Member          Renewal   Membership No.______
                          
______________________________________________

Name 

______________________________________________
Street Address

_______________________  _________      ___________
                        City                               State                      ZIP

___________________@________________.________
Email 1 Address

___________________@________________.________
Email 2 Address

                                                                                  Landline
                                                                         Cell

      (_____)________-________________                Texting
                                Telephone #

_____________________________________________
Please tell us a little about your connection                                     
to Flat Rock or interests on the line above.

CHOOSE ONE:

  $10  Individual Annual Dues (July-June)  
 
  $15  Family Annual Dues (July-June)  

   $5 Student Membership  

  $100 Life Membership (per person)

Make checks payable to:  “FRHS”
Mail application & check/money order to:

Flat Rock Historical Society
PO Box 337 

Flat Rock, MI  48134
  
                                                For Office Use Only:
         Scan                      PastPerfect             MailChimp         
                   

Happy Belated 
101st Birthday  
Harold Kott!

Harold was born in March 2021 
at Flat Rock. He graduated Flat Rock High 
School in 1939, and served his country               

1942-45 during WWII. 

Harold Kott & Kurt Kersten at the 2021 Memorial Day Parade in Flat Rock.

�e Yankee Air Museum conducted a video interview with Kurt 
Kersten  and has uploaded it to YouTube. �ere is a lot of interesting 
local history contained therein. Here is the link to Kurt’s interview:

https://youtu.be/WLnGc0lOk0I
 

Welcome New Members!

Evelyn Lambe Mathes
Denise Springmeyer

Ray Williams (Lifetime)
Joe Bruce (Lifetime)
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MUSEU M U PDATE S    
     Our Museum O�ce is located on the lower level of the     
Munger Store and  is open by appointment. We have been 
given clearance by the city to allow for volunteers to work 
onsite and we have a number of major exhibit resets that we 
are working on.  
     Additionally, we are working on cataloguing items into 
our new web database system. �is is potentially something 
that could be done from home if anyone has a computer and 
would like to volunteer their time. Please call the museum 
for a volunteer application and additional details.
     

PICTORIAL HISTORY 
OF FLAT ROCK

    �e Flat Rock book published by Arcadia Publishing is still 
available for $22 from the Museum Gi� Shoppe. Books are 
also available at the Blue Heron Trading Company in 
downtown Flat Rock or by calling the museum o�ce 
734.782.5220.

�e Last Laugh: 
Vintage Cartoons from the Hometown Paper

“�e Eighteenth Hole” �e Huron Valley Sentinel          (Flat 
Rock), 18 Apr 1930, p. 1.   

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES
    Annual membership dues are due for the 2021-2022 
membership year. Our membership year mirrors our �scal 
year July 1st - June 30th. Dues can be mailed, brought to the 
museum o�ce, given to any board member. We are 
working to restore the online link for membership as well. 
�anks to you all!!! 


